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Yet notwithstanding the indifference manifested
by Sindheea to the passing occurrences at Nag-
poor and on the Nerbudda, the opening of the
British negotiation with Jypoor seemed to waken
him to the policy of a counter-exertion, for the
purpose of securing some personal advantage. He
accordingly opened a similar negotiation, tendering
the assistance of his military means towards re-
straining the Putans; and, in furtherance of this
object, sent a reinforcement to Bapoo Sindheea at
Ajmeer, to add to the efficiency of his establish-
ment in that quarter. The Jypoor durbar amused
Sindheea for some time with the hope of accepting
his protection, pretty nearly in the same manner
as they amused the British government; but the
Mahratta meeting this conduct with reciprocal
duplicity, opened a further negotiation with Ameer
Khan, and in proportion as coolness was evinced
on the part of the Raja, pretended a cordiality
with the Putan, in the hope of alarming the Jypoor
ministry by the apprehension, that his weight
would be thrown into the opposite scale. But
Jypoor had no real design of connecting itself with
any one; and while it relied on the known dis-
position of the British to afford it protection, as a
sufficient resource against any extremity the united
efforts of the Putans and Sindheea could reduce it
to, reckoned also upon the deterring influence of
this knowledge, as its best protection against any